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Freed slaves and fugltlve slaves played a vital role in building the Underground,
Raliroad and organizing for abolition. As slaves began to tell their storles, some wrote
-private, or In some cases public, letters to thelr former owners, defying thelr
attempt to return them to slavery. Here are two of these letters: The first is from_
Henry Bibb, who was born a slave to a Kentucky state senator and fought for years
aluntll he eventually won his freedom in 1841, The second is from Jermaln Wesley
Loguen, who was pivotal to the underground rallroad In Syracuse.

-Two Letters from Slaves to Thelr Former Masters .
(1844 to 1860)

HENRY BIBB, LETTER TO WILLIAM GATEWOOD (MARCH 23, 1844)¢

Dear Sirt—I am happy to inform you that you are not mistaken in the man whom
you sold as property, and received pay'for as such. But I thank God that I am not
property now, but am regarded as a man like yourself, and although I live far
north, I am enjoying a comfortable living'by my own industry. If you-should ever
chance to be traveling this way, and will call on me, I will use you better than you
did me while you held me as a slave, Think not chat I have any malice against
you, for the cruel treatment which you inflicted on mie while I was in your power,
As it was the custom of your country, to treat your fellow men as you did me and
my lttle family, I can freely forgive you.

I'wish to be remembered in love to my aged mother, and filends; please tell her
that if we should never meet again in this life, my prayer shall be to God that we
may meet in Heaven, where parting shall be no more,

You wish to be remembered to King and Jack, I am pleased, sir, to inform you
that they are both here . ., and doing well, They are both living in Canada West.
“They are now the owners of better farms than the men are who once owned them.
You may perhaps think hard of us for running away from slavery, buc as to
myself, I have but one apology to make for it, which is this: I have only to regrec
that T did riot statt at an earlier period. 1 might have been free long before I was.
I think ic is very probable that I should have been a toiling slave on your property
today, if you had treated me differently.
To be compelled to stand by and see you whip and slash my wife without
* mercy, when I could afford her no protection, not even by offering myself to suf-
fer the lash in her place, was more than I felt it to be the duty of a slave husband
ta endure, while the way was open to Canada, My infant child was also frequentdly
flogged by Mrs, [William] Gatewood, for crying, until its skin was britised licer-
“ally purple. This kind of treatment was what drove me from home and family, ro
seck a better home for them. But I am willing to forger the past, I should be
pleased to hear from you again, on the reception of this and should alse-bewvery,
happy ta correspond with you often, if it should be agreeable to yourself. T sub-
scribe myself a friend to the oppressed, and Liberty forever, '
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JERMAIN WESLEY LOGUEN, LETTER TO SARAH LOGUE (MARCH 28, 1860)7

Mus, Sarah Logue: Yours of the 20th of February is duly feceived, and I thank
you for it. It is a long time since I heard from my poor old mother, and I am glad
to know that she is yet alive, and, as you say, “as.well as common.” What chat
means; I don't know. I wish you had said more abour hetr, ’

Youarea woman; but, had you a woman’s heart, you never could have insulred
a brother by telling him you sold his only remaining brother and siscer, because
he put himself beyond your power to convert him'into money.

You sold my brocher and sister, Abe and Ann,and twelve acres of land,; you say,
because I ran away. Now you have the unuttetable meanness to ask me to recurn
and be your miserable chatcel, or in lieu thereof, send you $1000 to enable you

- to redeem the land, but not to redeem my poor brother and sister! If I were to send
| you money, it would be to get my brocher and sister, and not that you should get
- .Jand. You say you are a’‘cripple, and doubrless you say it to stir my picy, for you
knew I'was susceptible in tha direction. I do pity you from the bottom of my heart,
Nevertheless, I am indignant beyond the power of words to express, that you
should be so sunken and cruel as to tear the hearts I love so much all in pleces; Ehat
lyou should be willing to impale and crucify us all, out of compassion for your
poor foot or leg, Wretched woman! Be it known co you that I value my freedon
/ 10 say nothing of my mother, brothers and sisters, more than your whole bod*

more, indeed, than my own life; more than all the lives of all the slavehofders and

tysants under heaven, ' .

You say you have offers to buy me, and that you shall sell me if I do not send
you' $1000, and In che same breath and almost in the same sentence, you say,
“You know we raised you as we did our own children,” Woman, did you raise
your own children for the market? Did you raise them for the whipping-post?
Did'yo‘u raise them to be driven off, bound to a coffle (a group of slaves being driven
to market] in chains? Where are my poor bleeding brochers and sisters? Can you
tell? Who was it that sent them off into sugac and cotton fields, to be kicked and
caffed, and whipped, and to groan and die; and where no kin can hear chelt
groans, or actend and sympathize av their dying bed, or follow in their funeral?
Wretched woman! Do you say you did not do it? Then I reply, your husband did,
’ and you approved the dcéd——;.-and the very letter you sent me shows that your
" heart approves it all. Shame on you! '

§ But, by the way, where is your husband? You don’t speak of him. I infer, there- -
fore, that he is déad; thac he has gone fo his great account, wich all his sins against
my poort family upon his head, Poor nim! gone to meet the spirits of my poor, out-
raged and murdered people, in a' world where Liberty and Justice are Masters,

But yot say I am a thief, because I took the old mare along with me, Have you

ot to learn-that I had a better right to the old mare, as you call het, than
Mannasseth Logue had to me? Is it a greater sin for me to steal his horse, than'it
Wlﬁ’ for him to'rob my mother’s cradle, and steal me? If he and you infer thac I for-
feit all my rights to yeu, shall not I infer thac you forfeit all your rights to me? Have -
you got to learn that human rights are mucual and reciprocal, and if you take my
liberty and life, you forfeit your own liberty and life? Before God and high heaven,
is there a law for one man which is noc a'law for every other man? ..

If you of any other speculator on:my body and rights, wish to know how1 .
regard my rights, they need but come here, and lay their hands on me to enslave
me, Did you think to terrify me by presenting the alternative to give my money
to you; or give my body to slavery? Then let me say to you, that I meet the propo-
sition with unutetable scorn and contempt. The proposition is an outrage andan
insult, T will not budge one hair’s breadth, I will not breathe 2 shorter breath, even 3
to save me from your persecutions. 1 stand among a free people, who, I thank ’;
God, sympathize with my rights, and the rights of mankind; and if your emissaries “
and venders come here to re-enslave me, and escape the unshrinking vigor of my 4
own right arm, I trust my strong and brave friends, in this city and State, will be
my rescuers and avengers, o ;

X
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CHAPTER 1V.

NEGRO SLAVERY.

i

We mave already stated thaf.we should not atfeinpt to
introduce any new theories of government dnd: of $otfety,
but merely try to justify old afies, so far as we could de-
duce such theories from anclent and almost universal prac-
tices. Now it has been the practice In all eountries and In -
all wmﬂm, in some degree, to accommodate the amount and
character of governinent control to the wants, intelligence,
and moral eapacities of the niations or- individuals fo be
overned. A highly moral and intelleetual petiple; like the
m,mm oltizens of anclent Atheris, &re best governed by ‘& de-

Y

moeragy. For a less moral-and Intellectual oné, a limifted -
and constitational: monareliy syill dnswer, For a péople” -

either very ignorant or very wicked, nothing short of mfl--.
tary despotism will suffice. So.zmong Individuals, the most-.

moral - and “well-Informed- mefiibers “of .,_.o&mww reguire no

other government than law. They dre’ capable

and underitanding the law, and havé sufficfent self-con-’
trol ‘and Virtuous disposition to obey ft. Childrén ecannot

be governed by mere law; first, because they do nat un-

derstand 1t,. and.secondly, becatise E,m\ are so mueh ufider

the influence of impulse, pasilon and appetite, that they

want sufficlent self-control to-be deterred or governed by

the distant and:dvubtful-penalties of the law, They taust .
be constantly controlled by parents or -guardians, whose’
will and orders shall stand in the place of law for thém,

Very wicked :men must be put-into penitentiarfes; lunatics

into-asylums, and the most wild of them fnto straft-jack-

ets, just as the most wicked: of the sene .are manacled with

Irons; and fdiots must have committeesto- govern and take

care of them, Now, it Is clear ‘the Athenfan democtacy.

would not suit a negra natlon, nor will the govemnment of

mere law suffice for the individual negro.. He s’ but 2
R4

-
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grown up child, and must be governed as a child, not ‘as
8 lunatic or eriminal. The master occuples towards him the
place of parent or, guardian: We shall not dwell on this
view, for no one will differ with us who thinks as we do of
the negro’s ow.mm,omq_ and we might argue till dooms-day,
in vain; with thoée-who have a high opinion of the negro’s
moral ghd {ntellectunl capacity, .

* ‘Sedondly. The negro {s improvident;. will not lay up in l

summer for the wants of winter; will not accumulate in

youth for the exigencies of age. He would become an in-

sufferable burden to soclety, Socigty has the right to pre-

-vent this, and can only do so by subjecting him to domestio

In the last place- the negro race is inferior_to

e _white race; and zimm'wn their midst, they would be
e

" far outstripped or outwitted in the chase of free competi-

., Hon. Gradual but certain extermination would be their

fate, We presume the Bm&aun. abolitionist does not think
the negro’s. pravidence of habits and money-makin -capac.
ity at.all to compare to those of the whites. This defedt of
charactéf ould ‘alone justify enslaving him, if he Is to re-
“méln here. In Africa or the West Indles, he would become
~idélatois, m..m.é.mum and canaibal, or be devoured by sav-
agés and-cannlbals; At the "North he would fresze or
starve, . - - S
We would.remind those who deprecate and sympathize
with negro-slavéry, that his slavery here relieves him frorn
“8 far morg crid In_Africa, or from {dolatty and can-
‘nibalism, and every brutal vice and crime that can disgracs.
‘humanlty;.asd;that it christlanizes, proteets, supports and

: - ofvilizes him;, that it governs him far better than free la-
-+ ‘borers. at the-North are governed, There, wife-murder has

become a mérerholiday pastime; and whers so many wives
ars ‘murdeied,- almost all must be brutally” treated;” Nay,
.more: men wha kill their wives or treat them brutally,
-miust be ready for all kinds of erime, and' the calendar of
critne &t ‘the"North proves'the inference to be correct.

. “Negrots mever kill their wives, If it be objected that legally

they have no wives, then we reply, that In an expericnce.
.of more than forty years, we never yet heard of a negro
man killing a negro woman. Our negroes are not only bet-
ter off as to physical comfort thaii free laborers, but their
morz} condition is better,

£
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! George Fitzhugh

Answer each question with specific examples from the reading.

1. What does Fitzhugh say about the characteristics of the “negro”? Give examples



The Ametrican Expetience- The Abolitionists

Task: Answet the below questions as you watch the clip.
https://youtu.be/MILN_17KHG6M

1. What event occurred in 1854 that William Lloyd Garrison was reacting to?

2. What impact did the Compromise of 1850 have on slavery?

3. Why was the expansion into what is now the American West so impactful on the slavery issue?

4. Describe the mayhem that ensued in Kansas?

5. Desctibe some of John Brown’s beliefs about slavery?

6. Describe the reaction of the South Carolinian Congressmen Preston Brooks toward Anti Slavery Senator
Charles Sumner.

7. What did John Brown and four of his son do on May 24th 1854?

8. Describe William Iloyd Garrison reaction toward John Brown.

9. What did the Dred Scott case determine about the slavery issue.

Reflection: Why does the abolition of slavery become such a divisive issue?



Fredetick Douglass, “The Meaning of July Foutth for the Negro” (July 5, 1852)

Background

At the invitation of the Rochester Ladies Anti-Slavery Society, Frederick Douglass delivered this
speech on July 5, 1852, at Corinthian Hall in Rochester, New York, It was reported and reprinted in
Notthern newspapets and was published and sold as a forty-page pamphlet within weeks of its
delivety. The 500 to 600 people who heard Douglass speak were generally sympathetic to his
rematrks: A newspapet noted that when he sat down, “there was a universal burst of applause.”
Nonetheless, many who tead his speech would not have been so enthusiastic. Even Northerners
who were anti-slavery wete not necessatily pro-abolition. Many wete content to let Southerners
continue to hold slaves, a right they believed was upheld by the Constitution, They simply did not
want to slavety to spread to areas where it did not exist. In this Independence Day oration, Douglass
sought to persuade those people to embrace what was then considered the extreme position of
abolition.

He also sought to change minds about the abilities and intelligence of African Americans. In 1852
many, if not most, white Americans believed that African Americans were inferior, indeed, Jess than
fully human. Douglass tties to dispel these notions through an impressive display of liberal learning.
His speech gives ample evidence of knowledge of rhetoric, history, literature, religion, economics,

poetty, music, law, even advances in technology.

Fellow citizens, pardon me, and allow me to ask, why am I called upon to speak here today? What
have I or those I represent to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of
political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declatation of Independence, extended to
us? And am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offeting to the national altar, and to
confess the benefits, and exptess devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your
independence to us?

Would to God, both for your sakes and outs, that an affirmative answer could be truthfully returned
to these questions. Then would my task be light, and my butden easy and delightful. For who is
thete so cold that a nation's sympathy could not warm him? Who so obdurate and dead to the claims
of gratitude, that would not thankfully acknowledge such priceless benefits? Who so stolid and
selfish that would not give his voice to swell the hallelujahs of a nation's jubilee, when the chains of



servitude had been torn from his limbs? I am not that man. In a case like that, the dumb might
eloquently speak, and the "lame man leap as an hart,"

But such is not the state of the case, I say it with a sad sense of disparity between us. I am not
included within the pale of this glotious annivetsary! Your high independence only reveals the
immeasurable distance between us. The blessings in which you this day rejoice are not enjoyed in
common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prospetity, and independence bequeathed by your
fathets is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought life and healing to you has brought
sttipes and death to me, This Foutth of July is yours, not mine. You may tejoice, I must mourn. To
drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, and call upon him to join you in
joyous anthems, wete inhuman mockery and sactilegious irony. Do you mean, citizens, to mock me,
by asking me to speak today? If so, thete is a parallel to your conduct. And let me warn you, that it is
dangerous to copy the example of a nation (Babylon) whose crimes, towering up to heaven, wete
thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that nation in irrecoverable ruin.

Fellow citizens, above your national, tumultuous joy, I heat the mournful wail of millions, whose
chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are today rendeted more intolerable by the jubilant shouts that
teach them. If I do forget, if I do not temember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, "'may my
right hand forget het cunning, and may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth!"

To forget them, to pass lightly over theit wrongs and to chime in with the popular theme would be
treason most scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the wotld.
My subject, then, fellow citizens, is "American Slavety." I shall see this day and its popular
characteristics from the slave's point of view. Standing here, identified with the American bondman,
making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declate, with all my soul, that the character and
conduct of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this Fourth of July.

Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the present, the conduct of
the nation seems equally hideous and tevolting, Ametica is false to the past, false to the present, and
solemnly binds hetself to be false to the future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding
slave on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity, which is outraged, in the name of liberty,
which is fetteted, in the name of the Constitution and the Bible, which are disregarded and trampled
upon, dare to call in question and to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything
that serves to perpetuate slavety -- the great sin and shame of Ametica! "I will not equivocate - I will
not excuse." I will use the sevetest language I can command, and yet not one word shall escape me
that any man, whose judgment is not blinded by prejudice, ot who is not at heart a slave-holder, shall
not confess to be right and just.

But I fancy I hear some of my audience say it is just in this circumstance that you and your brother
Abolitionists fail to make a favorable impression on the public mind. Would you argue more and
denounce less, would you petsuade mote and rebuke less, your cause would be much mote likely to
succeed. But, I submit, whete all is plain thete is nothing to be argued. What point in the
anti-slavery creed would you have me argue? On what branch of the subject do the people of this
countty need light? Must I undertake to prove that the slave is a man? That pointis conceded
already. Nobody doubts it. The slave-holdets themselves acknowledge it in the enactment of laws fot
their government. They acknowledge it when they punish disobedience on the patt of the slave.
Thete ate seventy-two ctimes in the State of Virginia, which, if committed by a black man (no matter



how ignorant he be), subject him to the punishment of death; while only two of these same crimes
will subject a white man to like punishment.

What is this but the acknowledgment that the slave is a moral, intellectual, and responsible being?
The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that Southern statute books ate
covered with enactments, forbidding, under severe fines and penalties, the teaching of the slave to
tead and write. When you can point to any such laws in reference to the beasts of the field, then I
may consent to argue the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in your streets, when the fowls of the
ait, when the cattle on your hills, when the fish of the sea, and the reptiles that crawl, shall be unable
to distinguish the slave from a brute, then I will argue with you that the slave is a man!

For the present it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the Negro race. Is it not astonishing
that, while we ate plowing, planting, and reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erecting
houses, constructing bridges, building ships, wotking in metals of brass, iron, copper, silver, and
gold; that while we are reading, writing, and ciphering, acting as clerks, merchants, and secretaries,
having among us lawyets, doctors, ministers, poets, authors, editors, orators, and teachers; that we
ate engaged in all the enterptrises common to other men -- digging gold in California, capturing the
whale in the Pacific, feeding sheep and cattle on the hillside, living, moving, acting, thinking,
planning, living in families as husbands, wives, and children, and above all, confessing and
worshipping the Christian God, and looking hopefully for life and immortality beyond the grave --
we are called upon to prove that we are men?

Would you have me atgue that man is entitled to liberty? That he is the rightful owner of his own
body? You have alteady declared it. Must I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a question for
tepublicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great
difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hatd to understand? How
should I look today in the presence of Americans, dividing and subdividing a discourse, to show that
men have a natural right to fteedom, speaking of it relatively and positively, negatively and
affirmatively? To do so would be to make myself ridiculous, and to offer an insult to yout
understanding. Thete is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven who does not know that slavery is
wrong for him,

What! Am I to atgue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work them
without wages, to keep them ignorant of their relations to their fellow men, to beat them with sticks,
to flay their flesh with the lash, to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them with dogs, to sell them at
auction, to sunder their families, to knock out theit teeth, to burn their flesh, to starve them into
obedience and submission to their masters? Must I atgue that a system thus marked with blood and
stained with pollution is wrong? No - I will not. I have better employment for my time and strength
than such arguments would imply.

What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that slavety is not divine; that God did not establish it; that
our doctors of divinity are mistaken? There is blasphemy in the thought, That which is inhuman
cannot be divine, Who can teason on such a proposition? They that can, may - I cannot. The time
for such argument is past.

At a time like this, scotching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh! had I the ability, and
could I reach the nation's eat, I would today pour out a fiety stteam of biting ridicule, blasting
teproach, witheting sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the
gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of



the nation must be quickened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the propriety of the
nation must be startled; the hypoctisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and
man must be denounced.

What to the American slave is your Fourth of July? I answer, a day that teveals to him more than all
other days of the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. T'o him your
celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling
vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow
mock; yout prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and
solemnity, ate to him mete bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy - a thin veil to cover
up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. Thete is not a nation of the earth guilty of
practices mote shocking and bloody than are the people of these United States at this very hour.

Go search whete you will, roam through all the monarchies and despotisms of the Old Wotld, travel
through South Ametica, search out every abuse and when you have found the last, lay your facts by
the side of the everyday practices of this nation, and you will say with me that, for revolting barbarity
and shameless hypocrisy, America reigns without a rival.



